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In response to the Current Affairs program on Malcolm Hooper, I am writing this as someone who 

attempted to testify on behalf of Dr. Hooper at the controversial VCAT (Chiropractic Board of Australia 

v Dr Malcolm R Hooper). I have been involved in hyperbaric medicine since the late 90’s. I am the 

author of several ground breaking articles about hyperbaric oxygen and its ability to rehabilitate 

injured brains, for example, in 2005 the American journal PEDIATRCS published my article on treating 

Fetal Alcohol Syndrome with hyperbaric oxygen. I am one of the few lifetime Fellows of the American 

College of Hyperbaric Medicine and served as President of the International Hyperbaric Medical 

Association for over a decade. I was a board certified Paediatrican for over two decades. 

 

At the VCAT, objections were made before I could answer almost all the questions I was asked and 

what I did say was summarily dismissed because I was labeled a Chiropractor, which I am not nor have 

I ever been. I found myself in the midst of a Kangaroo court it seemed. The AHPRA (Australian Health 

Practitioner Regulation Agency) took the stance that the ‘71 conditions’ treatable by HBOT on the 

HyperMed website were ‘junk science’ – yet that list comes from the respected  Jain Textbook In 

Hyperbaric Medicine – ‘International conditions’ … 

 

Clearly, the agenda was to end the “off-label” use of HBOT in Australia but that prohibition by the 

applicant and AHPRA failed even though Dr Hooper was ordered NOT to ask me questions in relation 

to the my 20-years expert experience treating off-label conditions. 

 

Again, the Tribunal’s final orders refer to Dr Hooper’s experts as overseas chiropractors and 

specifically named me as a ‘chiropractor’! I wish I was a chiropractor, but alas I am not as I have said. 

 

All of Dr Hooper’s HBO experts were medical and all with years of clinical experience in treating similar 

conditions to Hooper, and all were dismissed for being chiropractors, which none of us are. 

 

While I am not an expert on Lokomat robotics for rehabilitation there is synergy and advantages when 

HBO is combined with other modalities including Lokomat (Robotic Assisted Walking). 

 

Dr Hooper should be celebrated as a pioneer in hyperbaric therapy and neuro rehabilitation in 

Australia and cherished as the healer he is. Yellow Journalism has no place when people’s health is in 

jeopardy. 

 

 

Very truly yours, 

K Paul Stoller MD 


